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Gwinnett Place CID Championing 
New Pleasant Hill Bridge
Leaders with the Gwinnett Place 
Community Improvement District 
(CID) have named the re-engineer-
ing and reconstruction of Pleasant 
Hill Road’s crossing over Interstate 
85 the highest-priority project.

The vision is to have what is 
known as a single-point urban inter-
change replace the existing bottle-
necked bridge. Through substantive 
upgrades and construction, the 

crossing would allow simultaneous 
left turns from Pleasant Hill Road 
onto I-85 north and south.

Studies indicate that a single-point 
urban interchange, along with other 
associated changes, could eliminate 
as much as 30 percent of Pleasant 
Hill’s interchange traffic congestion.

“Our shareholders have identified 
relieving traffic congestion as the top 
priority for Gwinnett Place,” said 
CID Board Chairman Mark Wil-
liams. “We know that to get people 
moving again and keep this area at-

tractive for businesses and residents, 
we must see dramatic change come 
to Pleasant Hill.”

Frequent meetings are occurring 
with local, state and federal represen-
tatives to move the bridge overhaul 
closer to completion.

Additionally, the CID is working 
with Gwinnett County transporta-
tion authorities and the Atlanta 
Regional Commission to ensure the 

new Pleasant Hill bridge project 
is added to regional improvement 
plans.

The CID is also committed to 
securing funds to cover the costs 
of preliminary planning studies. 
Georgia Department of Transporta-
tion, Gwinnett County Department 
of Transportation and the CID are 
beginning a year-long Interchange 
Modification Report review that will 
justify to federal authorities the need 
to upgrade the Pleasant Hill Road 
bridge.

From the President

Meet  
Senator  
Saxby  
Chambliss
By Jim Maran

Senator Saxby Chambliss, named 
one of Georgia’s Most Influential 
Georgians, is someone to be affiliated 
with, not only because of his power 
and influence in the Senate, but be-
cause of his well-respected reputation 
in Washington, the ability to stand up 
to pressure and his exceptional service. 

On November 5, 2002, Saxby 
Chambliss was elected Georgia’s 63rd 
United States Senator in what was 
one of the most stunning and his-
torical victories of the 2002 elections.  
Georgia Trend Magazine has named 
him one of Georgia’s Most Influential 
Georgians and says “he is a highly 
visible and well-respected presence in 
Washington,” and “has a reputation 
as an affable but straight-talking law-
maker.” Chambliss earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in Business Administration 
from the University of Georgia in 
1966 and earned his Juris Doctor 
degree from the University of Tennes-
see College of Law in 1968. 

Giving only “straight-talk”, Sena-
tor Saxby Chambliss will give his 
senatorial account on issues and laws 
coming out of the White House that 
will affect Gwinnett’s home-grown 
businesses at one of our largest Gen-
eral Membership Luncheons of the 
year. Please join me and Presenting 
Sponsor Gwinnett Medical Center at 
the August 16 General Membership 
Luncheon, held in conjunction with 
the BIG Expo & Job Fair, and get to 
know Senator Saxby Chambliss. 

An image of the proposed reconstructed  
I-85/Pleasant Hill Road Interchange
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Allgood Pest Solutions Earns Mark of Excellence  
in Pest Management
Allgood Pest Solutions, a pest management com-
pany with 16 years in Gwinnett County, has earned the 
QualityPro designation, the mark of excellence in pest 
management. 

Becoming a QualityPro company means that Allgood 
Pest Solutions has taken extraordinary steps to ensure 
that consumers can rely on them. From running criminal 
background checks on all of our employees to using envi-
ronmentally sound integrated pest management prac-
tices, QualityPro companies are committed to providing 
consumers with the highest possible services.

“Becoming QualityPro was important to me, because 
I strive to offer consumers the best in pest management,” 
said Chuck Tindol. “This designation, like the Good 
Housekeeping Seal of Approval, offers consumers solid 
proof of the thoroughness and quality of my company’s 
services.  Of the nearly 17,000 pest control companies 
across the US, only 1% have qualified to be a QualityPro 
Company.”

QualityPro companies have met qualifications built 
around four key principles: Business Operations, 
Consumer Relations, Environmental Stewardship 
and Technician Training. These qualifications include 
employing only highly trained, credentialed employees; 
offering a clear, easy-to-understand warranty and termite 

service agreement; 
maintaining a drug-
free workplace; 
advertising truth-
fully and ethically; 
and maintaining an 
up-to-date insurance 
policy. 

Allgood Pest Solutions 
is proud to be serving our 
community as a QualityPro 
company. For more infor-
mation about how we can 
serve you better, contact us 
at 770-339-4500. 

QualityPro is the mark 
of excellence in pest management. This program is 
increasing the professionalism of the industry through 
self-regulation; stimulating consumer demand through 
increased confidence and a higher public perception 
of industry professionalism; and providing marketing 
opportunities to participating companies by recogniz-
ing commitment to excellence and higher performance 
standards. For more information, visit www.npmaquali-
typro.org.

Duke Realty Corporation Closes Industrial/Distribution 
Lease with Siemens Power Generation

Duke Realty Cor-
poration has leased 
176,820 square feet of 
industrial/distribution 
space to Siemens Power 
Generation in the North-
east Submarket.

Siemens Power Gen-
eration leased the entire 675 Old Peachtree Road build-
ing in Duke’s Northbrook business park. CB Richard 

Ellis’ Brent Weitnauer represented 
Siemens Power Generation, while 
Brian Sutton, vice president of 
leasing at Duke, represented 
ownership. Siemens’ Irv Hollins 
coordinated the new tenant’s ef-
forts to find new distribution space 
in metro Atlanta. 

Siemens Power Generation’s 
10-year lease brings the company 
from a West Midtown distribution 
center that it had occupied since 
1941.  The new tenant, formerly a division of Westing-
house until its 1998 sale to Siemens, will use the North-
brook location for East Coast distribution of mobile tool 
kits used in power plant maintenance.

“Northbrook gives us room to grow and better enables 
us to serve our East Coast customers,” Hollins said. “The 
efficiency that can be obtained at this new location will 
allow us to effectively serve customers throughout the 
Southeast and the Atlantic Coast.

Duke Realty’s Northbrook Business Park

Brian Sutton,  
VP of Leasing,  
Duke Realty



This ‘n’ That
Access Payment 
Solutions is proud 
to be the Present-
ing Sponsor for 
the 2007 BIG Expo 
& Job Fair. “From 
the very begin-
ning, we set out 
to become one 

of the nation’s premier providers of merchant services by 
setting the combined standard in customer satisfaction 
and competitive rates,” said Tyler Long, CEO, Access Pay-
ment Solutions. Whether it’s credit card processing, debit 
card processing, checks, gift or loyalty programs, Access 
Payment Solutions delivers results. “We have the latest 
technology, lightning-fast processing speeds, unbeat-
able customer service, and free online reporting for all 
merchants. “At Access Payment Solutions, our passion is 
your profit,” said Long. Call or come by Access Payment 
Solutions at the corner of 141 and Spalding Drive. “We look 
forward to working with you,” said Long.

Emily Sanders, 
President and CEO, 
Sanders Financial 
Management has 
been named Chair 
of the Georgia Society of CPAs Financial Literacy Commit-
tee, an extension of the national program launched by the 
AICPA called 360 Degrees of Financial Literacy.  In addi-
tion to providing counseling and financial literature, the 
campaign offers free and informative financial seminars 
to target audiences including women, students, investors, 
and the general public.

Horizon Software Inter-
national, LLC arrived at 
its new home on Monday, 

July 2, 2007.  Located in Suite 300, 2915 Premiere Parkway, 
Duluth, Ga., The company occupies brand new, Class A 
office space in a very convenient Gwinnett location and 
offers a professional atmosphere in which to work. Horizon 
is looking for smart, energetic and goal driven applicants 
to fill numerous opportunities at its new location.  Come 
and explore joining our team as we continue to grow in 
Gwinnett, again proving “Success Lives Here”.

Donny F. Phillips, CFE, be-
came Chairman of the Board 
of the World Floor Covering 
Association (WFCA), effec-
tive July 1, 2007.  Phillips, President of Atlanta Flooring 
Design Centers, headquartered in Duluth, GA, takes over 
from Robert A. Hill, CEO of Floor Covering Associates, 
Shorewood, IL, who becomes immediate past chairman re-
placing Aaron J. Pirner, CFE, President & CEO of CAP Carpet 
Inc., in Wichita, KS.

Do you have important news about your company that you’d 
like to share with fellow Chairman’s Club members? Send 
your press releases to delaine@gwinnettchamber.org
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Chairman’s Club Comings 
and Goings
Another Chairman’s Club Reception  
Coming Your Way!
Surround yourself with success by networking with 
the movers and shakers of Gwinnett at the October 11 
Chairman’s Club Reception Presented by E.R. Snell 
Contractor, Inc. and SunTrust Bank. The reception, held 
at the 1818 Club, will begin at 7:30 p.m.

The Chairman’s Club Reception will give you the op-
portunity to influence Gwinnett’s business community 
by sharing your knowledge and leadership with fellow 
Chairman’s Club members.  The business contacts and 
friendships formed through the Chairman’s Club can 
make a difference in your future success. Networking op-
portunities among the county’s most influential business, 
political, civic and education leaders are just one invalu-
able reward gained through membership.

There is no charge to attend.  This event is for Chair-
man’s Club Members only. RSVP to Angelia Risher by 
October 8 at 770-232-1273 or angelia@gwinnettcham-
ber.org.

The Perfect Opportunity for a Perfect Launch of Your 
Chairman’s Club Membership
If you are a new Chairman’s Club member, be on the 
lookout for an invitation to attend the Chairman’s Club 
New Member Orientation and Welcome Breakfast 
Sponsored by The PrivateBank on October 31 at 7:30 
a.m. at Sugarloaf Country Club.

You’ll meet other new Chairman’s Club members and 
Chamber leaders, and receive a full overview of the many 
advantages of your Chairman’s Club membership.  There 
is no charge to attend.  This is a private, by-invitation-
only event. For more information, contact Angelia 
Risher at 770-232-1273 or angelia@gwinnettchamber.
org. 

The Spotlight  
is on You!
The Chairman’s Club 
Spotlight, featured in 
the FOCUS newslet-
ter, will soon have a 
permanently archived 
location on the new 
Gwinnett Chamber 
Web site. Chairman’s 
Club members will 
have the capability 

to view and share online versions of past and present 
Chairman’s Club Spotlight articles. 



Upcoming Events
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Chamber Leadership & Staff
Jim Maran, President/CEO
jmaran@gwinnettchamber.org

Alicia Krogh,  
Director of Executive Affairs
alicia@gwinnettchamber.org

Administration and Fnance
Larry Johnson, Chief Financial Officer
larry@gwinnettchamber.org

Allison Rowe, Accounting Manager
allison@gwinnetchamber.org

Rhonda West, Admin. Support Manager
rhonda@gwinnettchamber.org

Sally Muth, Customer Service  
Representative
sally@gwinnettchamber.org

Hamidah Ajani, Budget and Financial 
Analysis Manager
hamidah@gwinnettchamber.org

Programs Department 
Karen Van Duren, VP of Programs
karen@gwinnettchamber.org

Laurie McKenzie, Sr. Program Manager
laurie@gwinnettchamber.org

Jo Anne Wymer, Niche Market  
Program Manager
joanne@gwinnettchamber.org

Melissa Britt, Program Coordinator
melissa@gwinnettchamber.org

Marketing & Public Policy
Demming Bass,  
VP, Marketing & Public Policy
demming@gwinnettchamber.org

Gail Macrenaris, Leadership and Com-
munity Development Manager
gail@gwinnettchamber.org

Delaine S. Gray, Communications Mgr.
delaine@gwinnettchamber.org

Ken Rutherford, Manager of  
Publications & Online Operations
ken@gwinnettchamber.org

Economic Development
Nick Masino, VP Econ. Development
nick@gwinnettchamber.org

Chip Mitchell, Project Manager
chip@gwinnettchamber.org

Ashley Risher, Economic  
Development Assistant
ashley@gwinnettchamber.org

Membership Department
Vince DeSilva, VP of Membership 
vince@gwinnettchamber.org

Pat Brannon, Membership Coordinator
pat@gwinnettchamber.org

Rodrigo Infante,  
Membership Representative &  
Community Initiatives
rodrigo@gwinnettchamber.org

Angelia Risher, Program Manager
angelia@gwinnettchamber.org

Lynne Cone, Executive  
Appointment Specialist
lynne@gwinnettchamber.org

Stephanie Johnson, Membership 
Representative
sjohnson@gwinnettchamber.org

Donna McBee, Campaign Manager
donna@gwinnettchamber.org

Sandy Richardson, Regional  
Account Executive
sandy@gwinnettchamber.org

Jackie Ginn,  
Chairman’s Club  
& Corporate  
Accounts Manager, 
Regional Sales

jackie@gwinnettchamber.org

August 10 - Success Lives Here  
Featuring Glenn White, CEO,   
First Bank of the South
Time: 	 7:45 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. 
Location: 	 The 1818 Club, 6500 Sugarloaf Parkway,  

Duluth, Ga 30097.
Cost: 	 $45 for Chamber members; $55 for non-Chamber 

members. 
Presented by: 	 Atlanta Real Estate Specialists, Mike Runyan
Contact:  	 Laurie McKenzie at 770-232-8816 or  

 laurie@gwinnettchamber.org. 

August 16 - General Membership 
Meeting: 2007 BIG Expo & Job Fair  
Featuring U.S. Senator  
Saxby Chambliss 
Time: 	 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Location: 	 Gwinnett Center, Tommy P. 
“Tommy” Hughes Ballroom, 6400 Sugarloaf 

Parkway. Giving only “straight-talk”, Senator Saxby 
Chambliss will give his senatorial account of issues 
and laws coming out of the White House that will 
affect Gwinnett’s home-grown businesses. A special 
addition to the BIG Expo & Job Fair, the monthly 
General Membership Meeting is held in conjunction 
with the event, giving attendees a chance to mix and 
mingle and enjoy a presentation from a high profile 
speaker. 

Cost: 	 Chairman’s Club members receive one free compli-
mentary seat. Members - $35, non-members - $45. 

Presented by: 	 Gwinnett Medical Center
Contact: 	 Laurie McKenzie at 770-232-8816 or  

laurie@gwinnettchamber.org.

August 21 - Gwinnett Technology Forum  
Technology in the Life Sciences
Presenting Sponsor: Sage Software
Time: 	 7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
Location: 	 Scientific Atlanta Auditorium, Busbee Center,  

Gwinnett Technical College, 5150 Sugarloaf Parkway, 
Lawrenceville, GA, 30043. 

Cost: 	 There is no charge to attend this event. 
Contact: 	 Jo Anne Wymer at 770-232-8812 or  

joanne@gwinnettchamber.org

August 30 - The Verizon Wireless  
Governmental Affairs Meeting
An Update from Gwinnett’s Favorite Mayors 
Time: 	 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Location: 	 Gwinnett Chamber  

John D. Stephens Education Room. 
Cost: 	 No charge to attend. 
Contact: 	 Jo Anne Wymer at 770-232-8812 or  

joanne@gwinnettchamber.org




